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Dear Mr Howarth, 

 
Your Freedom Of Information Request: 1039-14 

Thank you for your email of 12 November asking for information under the Freedom of 

Information Act (FOIA) 2000.  You asked:  

 

European Court of Justice jurisdiction over EU Justice and Home Affairs - Protocol 36 

I would like to request the following information under the Freedom of Information Act in the year 

2014: 

         All  analysis, correspondence and memorandums concerning the potential to negotiate a 
new agreement with the EU or EU member states to cooperate in the EU’s Justice and Home 
Affairs policies without the jurisdiction of the European Court of Justice; 

         Centrally held records of all meetings with either EU or member state officials where 
detailed discussion of the possibility of cooperating in the EU’s Justice and Home Affairs 
policies without the jurisdiction of the European Court of Justice was discussed; 

         Any notes or analysis of the outcome of any of these meetings. 
 

The FOI Act obliges us to respond to requests promptly and in any case no later than 20 

working days after receiving your request. However, when a qualified exemption applies to 

the information and the public interest test is engaged, the Act allows the time for response 

to be longer than 20 working days, and a full response must be provided within such time as 

is reasonable in all the circumstances of the case. 

In accordance with Section 10(3) (a) of the FOIA, and after consideration of the Public 

Interest in this matter, and further to our letter of 15 December 2014, we remain unable to 

confirm or deny at this time whether we hold any information relevant to your request. 



 

 

 

 

We would hope to revert to you in the next 20 days and will therefore write again to you by 6 

February 2015.  If it appears that it will take longer than this to reach a conclusion, we will 

keep you informed. 

 

If you are unhappy with the service you are receiving and wish to make a complaint, please 

write to the FOI and DPA Team, Foreign and Commonwealth Office, Room K4.14, King 

Charles Street, London, SW1A 2AH.  E-mail: foi-dpa.imd@fco.gov.uk.  You have 40 working 

days to do so from the date of this letter.   

 

If you are not content with the outcome of your complaint, you may then apply directly to the 

Information Commissioner for a decision.  Generally, the Information Commissioner cannot 

make a decision unless you have exhausted the complaints procedure provided by the FCO. 

The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: Information Commissioner's Office, 

Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 5AF.   

 
Please contact me if you have any queries about this letter. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 

 

Paul O’Connor 

Desk Officer Justice and Home Affairs 

Europe Directorate 

 

We keep and use information in line with the Data Protection Act 1998.  We may release this personal information to other UK 
government departments and public authorities. 
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